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mins; this vessel being considered as a
symbol of the goddess, forms the prin-
cipal object of worship during the Dusrah,
and bears three curious signs, according to
the three principal castes of Brahmins;
these are hieroglyphic figures., denoting
the character and attributes of Doorga; and
so truly are their forms Egyptian, that many
learned writers have engaged, from their
coincidence, to prove the identity of the
Hindoo ceremonies of the Dusrah, with
those which celebrate the inundations of
the Nile. *

On the same night, offerings of attire,
food, and sweetmeats, are made to the
wives and daughters of Brahmins; and
are continued during the whole of the
Now-ratee, although specific gifts are
particularly proper to each. Amongst
these offerings., oils and perfumes, henna,
antimony, cosmetics, sandal-wood, flowers,
and a variety of unguents, supposed to
enhance female beauty, are most conspi-
cuous. On the sixth day, the Tulsi-tree,